














  

Five Youth Horizons Trust social 
workers have been recognised with 
signifi cant study awards.

Social workers Robin Sila, Sam Taua and 
Kapeliele Su’a, Lighthouse Programme 
Leader Palale Elia, and Foster Care 
Coordinator Nicholas McCarrison, 
have been awarded five of the 2008 
NGO Social Work Study Awards from 
the Ministry of Social Development. 

The awards are for employees of Non-
Government Organisations (NGOs) 
who have previously studied, or are 
currently studying, for a social work 
qualification that meets the educational 
requ i rements  for  Soc ia l  Worker 
Registration. Each study award has a 
maximum possible value of approx $29,000.

‘These awards are highly regarded 
and sought after in the NGO sector,’ 
says Youth Horizons CEO Cath 
Handley. ‘To have five scholarships 
awarded to one organisation is almost 
unprecedented and a great source of 
pride for Youth Horizons. 

‘Many of these staff are already doing 
part-time study as well as working full-
time and parenting. These scholarships 
will give them extra encouragement 
to stay the course. Their studies will 
immeasurably enhance the valuable 
practical work they are already doing in 
their fields of study and we wish them 
every success in their endeavours.’

‘I felt fantastic when I was given the 
news,’ says an elated Sam Taua. ‘I’ve 

been part-time studying for two and 
a half years and I’ve still got another 
five years of part-time study before I 
complete my Bachelor of Social Work 
at the University of Auckland. Being 
given this award has given me a huge 
boost. 

‘I have two kids and my wife works part-
time. This will make a big difference to 
us. I’m already using what I’ve learned 
through my studies in my daily work as 
a social worker. It’s amazing going back 
to school again as a mature student. 
I know I’m doing something I really 
want to do.’

Youth Horizons Learning and Develop-
ment Manager Philippa Wilson strongly 
encouraged the five staff to apply. 

‘I believed that they all had the calibre 
and expertise to succeed in their 
applications, otherwise I wouldn’t have 
encouraged them to apply. Having 
staff involved in study that feeds 
back directly into their work can only 
benefit the organisation. 

‘We plan to set up supportive weekly 
breakfast study groups for them.’

‘Supporting our staff in their study 
demonstrates that Youth Horizons has 
a vibrant learning and development 
culture. We strongly believe in staff 
development and succession planning, 
it shows we value our staff,’ says 
Philippa.
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BOP Respite Service
0800 737 748
BOP Intensive Clinical Support
0800 356002

Waikato Intensive Clinical Support
029 497 0335 or 07 838 3671

Te Hurihanga Waikato
07 856 9574

Waikato Fostercare
0800 026 878

Lakes MST Rotorua
0800 356 002 or 07 921 5120

Waitakere Youth Transition Services
0800 937 887

Lower North Serious Conduct 
Disorder Stage 3
0800 942 368

Auckland Bridging Programme 
(Residential, Fostercare & MST) 
Auckland Region
0800 375 210

High & Complex Needs North Island
0800 375 210

YSS Specialist Caregivers Northern
0800 375 210

Ka Awatea Auckland
0800 375 210

Lighthouse (Boys Home) Auckland
09 625 2164 or 021 673 155

Lighthouse (Girls Home) Auckland
09 576 8845 or 021 638 593

YSS Hamilton House – Hamilton 
07 850 4575

Service contact numbers




